HENLEY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
2019/20 Season

The opening fanfare of the Light Cavalry Overture by Franz von Suppé proudly
heralds Henley Symphony Orchestra’s 50th Anniversary celebrations starting with
a flourish in Reading Concert Hall with Adrian Brendel as soloist. Raised in the
great central European tradition of music making, and now one of the most versatile
and original cellists of his generation, Adrian is a fitting soloist for Dvořák’s richly
expressive Cello Concerto. The music is imbued with a sense of longing for his
native Czech homeland being composed while Dvořák was working in New York.
In dramatic conclusion, Tchaikovsky’s powerful but melodic Fourth Symphony,
written at a time of personal turmoil, is heightened by a recurring ‘fate theme’,
heard in the opening fanfare and again in the surging conclusion.
The Christmas concerts are in HSO’s hometown in the Christ Church Centre and
provide well-loved classical pieces for all ages. The short afternoon concert is a
perfect way of introducing young children to a live orchestra and is particularly
suitable for children aged 2 - 6. The evening concert provides an opportunity to
raise the roof when singing favourite carols with the full orchestra! The concert is
rounded off by joining HSO for mulled wine, soft drink and mince-pies.
For our 21st Hexagon concert, we are very excited to welcome Eric Lu, winner of
the 2018 Leeds International Piano Competition at the age of 20, and soloist in this
year’s BBC Proms. Eric will perform Mozart’s dark and dramatic Piano Concerto No
20 in D minor. The second movement is a tender Romance used to striking effect
in the soundtrack of Amadeus. Dvořák’s most famous Symphony No 9, ‘From the
New World’, influenced by indigenous American folk tunes, has an apparently
inexhaustible flow of melodies with a justly celebrated slow movement at its heart.
HSO last played this symphony at it first Hexagon concert in 1999.
We return to the floating stage at Henley Festival for our midday popular summer
concert of shorter works. Strike up the Band Overture is one of Gershwin’s most
‘borrowed’ songs, being written originally for the 1927 musical where it formed
part of a satire on war and militaristic music. Façade is a series of poems by Edith
Sitwell from which Walton arranged Two Suites for full orchestra. Most fittingly,
Weber’s Jubilee Overture, celebrates the 50th anniversary of the ascension of
Frederick 1 of Saxony and concludes with a very familiar National Anthem! Sit
back on the banks of the River Thames, watch the world float by and enjoy a
selection of wonderful classical music.

We look forward to celebrating our 50th anniversary
with you at one or all of our concerts.

www.henleysymphonyorchestra.co.uk

About the orchestra
This season Henley Symphony Orchestra is celebrating its 50th anniversary –
an amazing achievement for an orchestra started by a group of parents sharing
an idea whilst their children took part in Henley music lessons. From the first
concert held in a borrowed marquee in Shiplake, HSO has gone from strength
to strength. Under the guidance of Marcus Dodds, Jim Stobbart and, for the
past 20 years, Ian Brown, HSO is now one of the country’s leading amateur
orchestras. It attracts some 60 players from across the Thames Valley and
promotes an annual series of four concerts featuring internationally acclaimed
artists. The aim is to provide high-quality music-making at affordable prices
and to give local musicians a chance to perform the great classical orchestral
repertoire. HSO has also given performances in Henley’s twin towns of Falaise
and Leichlingen, at the Bled International Music Festival in Slovenia, and, for
the first time in 2018, appeared in its hometown at the Henley Festival on the
floating stage on the River Thames.
Friends of the orchestra
Why not become a Friend of the orchestra? We have about 150 Friends who
support us both financially and by attending our concerts regularly. There are
various levels of support with associated benefits – see website for details or
contact Katie Mole on 01628 667441 or katiemole@outlook.com. Concerts
are expensive to produce but where would we be without music in our lives?
Further information
The orchestra meets weekly on Thursdays from 7.30pm to 10.00pm in Henley
College. Rehearsals are taken by Ian Brown, our Music Director, assisted
by professional coaches. If you would like further information or if you play an
orchestral instrument to a high standard and are interested in joining the
orchestra, please contact our Secretary Maureen Idowu on 07910 435240 or
maureenhsosec@aol.com.

Join our Mailing List: www.henleysymphonyorchestra.co.uk/contact
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/henleysymphonyorchestra

Reading Concert Hall, Reading

Adrian Brendel

Cello

Franz von Suppé

Light Cavalry Overture

Dvořák

Cello Concerto

Tchaikovsky

Symphony No 4

Sunday December 15 2019, 4.30 pm and 6.30 pm
Christ Church, Henley-on-Thames
4.30pm Young Children’s Concert with compère
6.30pm Christmas Concert
Rimsky-Korsakov

Polonaise (from the opera Christmas Eve)

Nicolai

Overture; Merry Wives of Windsor

Berlioz

Hungarian March

Leroy Anderson

Sleigh Ride
Chrismas Carols
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Box Office for all concerts: 01235 859210 or via www.henleysymphonyorchestra.co.uk

Sunday November 17th 2019, 4.00 pm

Sunday March 15th 2020, 7.30 pm
The Hexagon, Reading

Eric Lu

Piano

Brahms

Academic Festival Overture

Mozart

Piano Concerto No 20 K466

Dvořák

Symphony No 9 ‘From the New World’

Saturday July 11th 2020, 12 noon TBC
Floating Stage, Henley Festival
Programme to include:
Weber

Jubilee Overture

Walton

Movements from Façade Suites

Strauss

Thunder and Lightning Polka

Gershwin

Strike up the Band

