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Since reaching the Final of the BBC Young Musician Competition in 2016,
Ben Goldscheider has quickly emerged as one of the most exciting horn
players of his generation, selected as BBC Music Magazine’s “Rising Star”
and Gramophone Magazine’s “One to Watch”. HSO is delighted that Ben
will play Strauss’s lyrical and virtuosic Horn Concerto No 2. Written some six
decades after its predecessor, the concerto brims over with the colourful musical
language characteristic of Strauss’s maturity. Jean Sibelius, considered by many
the last master of the grand symphonic tradition, composed his stirring Symphony
No 1 at the age of 34. The symphony opens with its famous haunting clarinet
solo and develops to a majestic conclusion, surely reflecting his beloved Finnish
countryside.
The Christmas concerts are held in the Christ Church Centre in HSO’s home
town of Henley and include well-loved classical pieces for all ages. The short
afternoon concert, with a compère, is a perfect way of introducing young
children to a live orchestra and is particularly suitable for children aged two
to six. The evening concert provides an opportunity to sing favourite carols
accompanied by the full orchestra and concludes with HSO’s speciality
home-brewed mulled wine and mince pies.
For our annual Hexagon concert, we welcome the pianist Peter Donohoe
to play Brahms’s mighty Piano Concerto No 1. Peter needs little introduction:
in the years since his unprecedented success as Silver Medal winner of the
1982 7th International Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow, he has built an
extraordinary world-wide career, encompassing a huge repertoire. He is
acclaimed as one of the foremost pianists of our time, for his musicianship,
stylistic versatility and commanding technique. The concert culminates
with Shostakovich’s most-played, but ambiguous, Symphony No 5, whose
triumphant finale can be heard as either political protest or capitulation
to Stalin’s Soviet regime.
We return to the floating stage at Henley Festival for our popular summer concert
where nationalism and folk lore are prominent themes. Wagner’s opera Tannhäuser
opens on the mythical mountain of Venusberg, and the overture’s flamboyant tunes
follow the fortunes of the erring knight. The Karelia Suite, by Sibelius, was written
in a mood of nationalistic fervour at a time of Russian occupation of this northeast corner of Finland, and its vigour is matched by the stirring vitality of Dvorák’s
Slavonic Dances. Youthful passions abound in Tchaikovsky’s much-loved Fantasy
Overture, Romeo and Juliet, inspired by Shakespeare’s play of the same name.
Sit back on the banks of the River Thames, watch the world float by and enjoy a
selection of wonderful classical orchestral works.

www.henleysymphonyorchestra.co.uk

About the orchestra
Henley Symphony Orchestra, under the guidance of its Music Director
Ian Brown and led by David Burton, continues to go from strength to strength,
attracting more than 70 players from across the Thames Valley. The orchestra
promotes an annual series of four concerts featuring internationally acclaimed
artists, providing high-quality classical music-making for the enjoyment of local
concertgoers. Since its formation in 1970 it has become one of the country’s
leading amateur orchestras. HSO has also given performances in Henley’s
twin towns of Falaise and Leichlingen, at the Bled International Music Festival
in Slovenia, and, for the first time in 2018, appeared in its home town at the
Henley Festival on the floating stage on the River Thames.
Friends of the orchestra
Why not become a Friend of the orchestra? We have about 150 Friends
who support us both financially and by attending our concerts regularly.
Friends subscribe an amount of their choice, but there is a minimum annual
fee of £20 per person to cover administrative costs. If you wish to become
a Friend of the orchestra, please contact Katie Mole on 01628 667441 or
katiemole@outlook.com.
Further information
The orchestra meets weekly on Thursdays from 7.30pm to 10.00pm in
Henley College. Rehearsals are taken by Ian Brown, our Music Director,
assisted by professional coaches. If you would like further information or if
you play an orchestral instrument to a high standard and are interested
in joining the orchestra, please contact our Secretary Maureen Idowu
on 01189 665644 or maureenhsosec@aol.com.

Join our Mailing List: www.henleysymphonyorchestra.co.uk/contact
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/henleysymphonyorchestra
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